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Concept Note 
T h e  i d e a  o f  g e n d e r  i s  h i g h l y  d e b a t e d ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  d e p r i v e d  o f  i t s
b i o l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  a n d  i s  s t a t e d  a s  a  p u r e l y
s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t .  P e r f o r m a n c e  t h e o r y  t o o  a s c e r t a i n s  s e x u a l i t y ,  o n e ’ s
s e x u a l  i d e n t i t y ,  o r  g e n d e r  t o  b e  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  t h a t  i s  s o c i a l l y  a n d
c u l t u r a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d .  T h i s  r e s u l t  o f  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  g e n d e r ,  a n d  b y
t h a t  s e x ,  f r o m  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  o f  b i o l o g y  o n t o  a  s o c i a l  s p h e r e  w a s
a c h i e v e d  i n i t i a l l y  b y  f e m i n i s t s  a n d  s o c i a l  t h e o r i s t s .  Q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o
t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  s e x  a n d  g e n d e r  h e n c e  a r i s e ,  p r o l o n g i n g  t h e
d e b a t e .  S u p p o s e  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  s e x  d e t e r m i n e s  g e n d e r  i s  a l r e a d y
t h w a r t e d ;  i t  i s  f u r t h e r  b e i n g  d i s r e g a r d e d  b y  t h e  v e r y  p r e s e n c e  o f
i n t e r s e x  a n d  t r a n s g e n d e r  p e o p l e  w h o s e  g e n d e r  e x p e r i e n c e  i s
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e i r  b i o l o g i c a l  s e x .  H e n c e ,  i n  s u c h  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e
b i r t h  s e x e s  a r e  a m b i g u o u s  o r  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e y  a r e
a d d r e s s e d  a s  p e o p l e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  g e n d e r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  l e g a l
d o c u m e n t s ;  h e r e ,  g e n d e r  d e t e r m i n e s  s e x ,  c o m p l e t e l y  d e b u n k i n g  t h e
n o t i o n  o f  s e x  b e i n g  a  f i x e d  c a t e g o r y .  T h i s  i s  a  v i s i b l e  e x a m p l e  t o
p r o v e  t h a t  g e n d e r  a n d  s e x u a l i t y  a r e  f l u i d ,  s h o u l d  b e  s t u d i e d  a s  a
c o n t i n u u m ,  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  l i m i t e d  w i t h i n  b i n a r i e s  t o  b e  c a t e g o r i z e d .
T h i s  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a  m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  b i o l o g i s t s
w h o  c o u l d  n o t  t h i n k  b e y o n d  t h e  c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z e d  b i n a r y  o f  s e x  o r
g e n d e r  t o  t e r m  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  d i d  n o t  f i t  t h e i r  d e f i n i t i o n  a s  ‘ Q u e e r ’ ,
‘ o t h e r i n g ’  t h e m  e v e r  s i n c e  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e  b e g a n .  T h e  q u e e r i n g  o f
s e x u a l i t y  h a s  m e a n t  t h a t  s t u d i e s  a r e  n o w  t r a c i n g  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h
l e s b i a n ,  g a y ,  b i s e x u a l ,  t r a n s g e n d e r ,  i n t e r s e x ,  a n d  q u e e r
( L G B T I Q A 2 S + )  b o d i e s  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  l i v e  t h e i r  g e n d e r  b e y o n d
n o r m a t i v e  b i n a r i e s .  T h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  w o u l d  a t t e m p t  t o  e n c a p s u l a t e
t h e  i n h e r e n t  m u l t i p l e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  t h e m e  b y  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e
t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  p r a g m a t i c  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  G e n d e r  S t u d i e s .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  e n v i s a g e s  a  d y n a m i c  a c a d e m i c  i n t e r a c t i o n  w h e r e  t h e
c r i t i c a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  p a r a d i g m s  o f  t h e  g e n d e r - c u l t u r e  a s s o c i a t i o n
c a n  b e  p e r c e p t u a l l y  e v a l u a t e d .  



About the Conference 

In accordance with the aim to provide a suitable platform to express the self, the
School of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Management, NITK is organizing its first
International Conference on Gender Studies. The conference seeks to bring together
contemporary research on Gender studies and create an environment to exchange
ideas, experience revered speakers, and explore future research directions. The
International Conference on Gender Studies encourages academicians, researchers,
activists, scholars, post-graduate students, and other enthusiasts to attend in order to
present their research and findings, participate in the conference, and connect with
like-minded individuals from around the globe. 

About the Institute 

The National Institute of Technology Karnataka (NITK), formerly Karnataka Regional
Engineering College (KREC), is located at Surathkal, about 20 kilometres north of
Mangalore. Founded in 1960 as KREC, it is now one of the leading technical institutions
among the NITs in India and is recognized as an Institute of National Importance. NITK
is located on the coastal belt of Karnataka, on National Highway 66, at about 22 km
from Mangalore towards Udupi. It lies close to Mangalore International Airport,
Mangalore Railway Station and the Mangalore Port. The School of Humanities, Social
Sciences & Management, formerly the Department of Humanities, Social Sciences and
Management (HSSM), was established in 1989-90. Being interdisciplinary in its
orientation, the department has expertise in English, Economics, and Management. 

Objectives of the Conference 

Initiate and exchange critical dialogues on gender and sexuality
Explore the representation of gender roles and their depictions in literature, and
media
Dismantle gendered portrayals and narratives
Provide an opportunity to form networks and collaborations
Deliberate crucial efforts and plausible solutions to achieve gender equality and
sexual liberation

The conference invites faculty members, Ph.D./M. Phil scholars, Post-graduates
students, and other academicians working in Gender studies and allied areas to share
their ideas. It seeks to:

 



Gender/  Sexual  Stereotypes  
Sexual  Or ientat ion  and Body  Pol i t ics  
Power  pol i t ics  and Patr iarchy  
Al ternat ive  Sexual i t ies  
Representat ion  of  Queer  Ident i t ies  in  Popular  Cul ture  
Homophobia  and v io lence  
Scopophi l ia ,  Voyeur ism and Surve i l lance  
Intersect ional i ty  and  Ident i ty  
Gender  v io lence  
Queer  f i lms  
Gender  and Ecology  
Indigenous  and Migrant  L i terature  
Env i ronment  and popular  cu l ture  
Women in  Anthropocene Narrat ives  
Eco  C inema

The conference  is  seek ing  submiss ions  re lated  to  Gender  Studies  in  the
fo l lowing  sub-themes,  though not  l imi ted  to :  

Title page comprising the following- Abstract Title, Author’s & Co-author’s Names,

Designations & Institutional Affiliation, Correspondence Details. 

Files should be in Microsoft Word format. 

Use Times New Roman, 12-Font, 1.5 line spacing, with ‘Justify’ alignment. 

Adhere to APA Style Guidelines for reference. 

Incomplete papers and plagiarised work will not be considered. 

Please submit  your abstract  wi thin 250-300 words and with 4-5 keywords in an email

at tachment to icgsnitk@gmail .com with the subject  l ine ‘Abstract  for ICGS’  by 10

August  2023.  

The candidate should mention the preferred presentat ion mode (ONLINE/OFFLINE)

in the email 's  subject  l ine .  

Selected papers from the conference wi l l  be published in reputed Journals  or as

book chapters in edi ted books with ISBN by international  publishers .  

Al l  content  must  be original ,  and authors are responsible for obtaining necessary

consent and permission to  use any third-party  material .  

Call for Papers 

Manuscript Guidelines: 

S u b m i s s i o n  G u i d e l i n e s :  

mailto:icgsnitk@gmail.com


Key Dates  

 Deadl ine for  Abstract  Submission:  10 August  2023 

 Acceptance Status Update:  20 August  2023 

 Ful l  Paper Submission:  15 September 2023 

 Early  Bird Registrat ion:  Ti l l  25 August  2023 

 Extended Registrat ion Date:  30 August  2023 

R e g i s t r a t i o n  F e e s :  

Category   Early-bird Registration  Late Registration

 Students
  (Post-graduate/M.Phil.)  

 Rs. 1500 Rs. 1750 

Research Scholars  Rs. 2500  Rs. 2750

Academicians/Faculty/Delegates Rs. 3000 Rs. 3250

Conference Attendees (without Paper
Presentation)

Rs. 750 Rs. 1000

International Participants 100 USD 150 USD 

Registration: 

Name of Beneficiary: NITK Surathkal 
Name of Bank: State Bank of India, NITK Branch 
Account NO: 37772503911 
Account Type: Current Account 
IFSC Code: SBIN0002273 
Registration link: https://forms.gle/cYU8Pj8YvntBr7nh9 

Travel and accomodation 
Participants are requested to make their own arrangements for travel and
accommodation. Accomodation can be aviled from hotels near Surathkal. 

https://forms.gle/cYU8Pj8YvntBr7nh9
https://forms.gle/cYU8Pj8YvntBr7nh9
https://forms.gle/cYU8Pj8YvntBr7nh9


Conference Convenor 
Dr. Dhishna Pannikot 
Associate Professor of English 
School of Humanities, Social Sciences & Management, NITK, Surathkal
Contact no: +91 8747857785 

 

Conference Committee

Chief Patron
Prof. B Ravi
The Director
National Institute of Technology Karnataka, Surathkal

Patron
Prof G C Mohan Kumar
Dean, Faculty Welfare
National Institute of Technology Karnataka, Surathkal

Conference Chair
Dr. Sheena
Head, School of Humanities, Social Sciences and Management
National Institute of Technology Karnataka, Surathkal

For any related queries, contact us: 

Email: icgsnitk@gmail.com 

Mr. Kiran Raveendran +91 9037132840 

Mr. Supthita Pal +91 7001681457 

mailto:icgsnitk@gmail.com
mailto:icgsnitk@gmail.com
mailto:icgsnitk@gmail.com


Eminent Speakers

Dr. Linda Schlossberg
Associate Director of Women, Gender, and

Sexuality Studies Program
Harvard University, Massachusetts, USA

 

Prof. Shohini Ghosh
Dept. of A.J.K. Mass Communication Research
Centre, Jamia Millia Islamia University, India

Prof. Anita Singh 
Department of English

Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, India
 

Dr Amrita Banerjee
Associate Professor of Philosophy,

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay,

India
 

Prof. Meena T Pillai
Institute of English
 Director, Centre for Cultural Studies
 University of Kerala, India


